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US patent documents from document number 1 onwards

The esp@cenet [J worldwide service now includes all United States patent documents from document
number US 0000001 onwards.
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Patent families, parts 3: INPADOC

Issue 2/2001 of EPIDOS News included an article on how patent families, or "equivalents"”, are used
within esp@cenet [J. These articles, the last in the series, look at patent families in the INPADOC and
Derwent databases.
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Patent families, parts 4: Derwent

Issue 2/2001 of EPIDOS News included an article on how patent families, or "equivalents"”, are used
within esp@cenet [J. These articles, the last in the series, look at patent families in the INPADOC and
Derwent databases.
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Japanese Fl classification and F-terms now available in English

A feature of Japanese patent documentation is the FI and F-term classification system developed by
the Japanese Patent Office (JPO). Since April 2001, it has been possible to search Japanese patent
literature using FI classification and F-terms in English.

ooorROooOoroooooooon

oooooOoiroooooon ROorFooooooooooooooooooooooonooonoonnn2001 0 4
ooooooooroooroooooooooooooooooOoonononn

Patent information at the UK Patent Office

Patent information has been high on the UK Patent Office's priority list for many years. As host
patent office of this year's EPIDOS Annual Conference, and one of the leading patent offices in
Europe, it kindly agreed to contribute an article on its patent information activities.
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ln this column in EPIDOS News 2/2001, | drew readers' attention to the mission
statement released by the EPO on 9 March this year. An essential aspect of this mission
statement, and the main message of my editorial at the time, was that it is our task to ensure
that patent information is used by the European public.

OO0O2/2001EPIDOSOOO00OCOO0ODOOOOOOOD 30 900DOO0OO EPOOOODOOODOO
gbobobobobobobobobooooooooooooooobooobobobobobobo
gbobobooboboboboboboboboboboboboboboboogn

It is not our concern who supplies that patent information, although some of it will of course
come from the EPO.
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Our role in Europe is one of a public service supporting innovation. An important aspect of that
service is to work together with other players in the field to draw the public's attention to, or
"raise awareness" of, patent information and the benefits of using it. This role is an important
consideration for us when we organise the EPIDOS Annual Conference. It is the reason why
we take the conference to a different member state each year and why we are enhancing this
year's event in Cardiff, UK, with special presentations on 16 October, aimed at local industry,
on patents, patent innovation, and innovation support*.
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The attractiveness of the conference for local industry is boosted by an exhibition of high
quality. There cannot have been many events in the past where so many companies and
organisations specialising in patent information were present together under one roof.
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Liliane Meyers
Principal Director
Patent Information

* For more information, see www.patinnova.org
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US patent documents from document number 1 onwards
00000000O0O0O0oooOo

The esp@cenet® worldwide service now includes all United States patent documents from
document number US 0000001 onwards. These documents are available in facsimile format
and can be retrieved using their publication number. For US documents published before 1920,
the bibliographic data is currently limited to the publication number. For documents published
between 1920 and 1970, the bibliographic data is being loaded and should be available by the
end of September 2001.
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The US Patent and Trademark Office actually started granting patents in 1790. Documents
published between 1790 and 1836, when document number 1 was published, are numbered
according to a special system. They will be included in esp@cenet® at a later stage.
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United States pre-grant applications - number format
00000000oO0O0oooaO

As reported in EPIDOS News 1/2001, on 2 January 2001 the United States introduced a
pre?grant publication system. The first patent application publication under these new
provisions was published mid?March 2001. These documents are available on esp@cenet®.
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Please note, however, that a temporary problem exists with the unusually long number format
chosen for these documents (eg US2001/0012345). This is one digit more than EPO systems
can currently handle. Users can access the documents by removing the forward slash and the
zero after the year indicator at the beginning of the number. In our example:
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US2001/0012345 could be retrieved by searching US2001012345.
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The same approach is used in INPADOC.
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"not n": an explanation - how to exclude family members when searching EC classifications
Onotn000O00ECOOOOOOOOO0O0O00000000000

The EPO recently received a query from an esp@cenet® user who had heard that entering "not
n" in the EC classification field can filter out families. The answer may be of general interest to
regular esp@cenet® users:
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Due to the fact that the EC classification symbols are propagated to all family members*, when
the user searches EC classes, all family members are retrieved.
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However, there is a trick for suppressing the display of some of these documents. It only works
when searching using the EC classification field, and involves appending the phrase "not n" to
the EC classification searched.
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The explanation as to why this works is as follows:
000000000000000000000000

One member of each patent family in the EPO's documentation collection is given an EC
classification by the responsible examiner. All other members of the same family are classified
automatically by the computer. To differentiate these from the one document that is
intellectually classified, the computer inserts the letter "N" into the data record.
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Therefore, entering the search term "NOT N" will exclude the documents classified by the
computer systems, in other words it will exclude most patent family members.
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Important! This method only works, and this is the catch, if the user enters a valid EC
classification code as part of the search: eg "F23G7/06 not n".
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As a future development, the EPO is considering implementing a more user-friendly solution
with approximately the same function. This will probably involve a simple checkbox that users
should check to filter families, and would work whether or not the search included EC classes.
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* For an explanation of families ("equivalents™) in esp@cenet®, see EPIDOS News 2/2001
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lssue 2/2001 of EPIDOS News included an article on how patent families, or "equivalents”,
are used within esp@cenet®. The article was the second in a special series dedicated to patent
families and how they are defined in different ways. This article, the third in the series, looks at
patent families in the INPADOC databases.

22001 EPIDOSU00O0O0DOOODOOOODOO0ODOODLOOO0DO0O0DO0OO esp@cenet®ll JO OO0
ugboboodgbboooboobbooboobboobobooboouooboooboobboobooooon
oboz200b0b0ooooooooooooooobboboobboboobboboboboobDobDobDOoDo
Uboobobob 30b0bINPADOCOODODODOODODOODOObODObODObLDObDObLDObDOoOgD

The bibliographic and legal status databases form the basis of INPADOC. In May 2001, the
bibliographic data included more than 30 million bibliographic data sets from 69 different
countries. The legal status database contains a collection of more than 50 million legal events
from 35 countries. The documents included in the INPADOC databases are to a very large
extent the same as those in esp@cenet®, but the family search is much easier, and the results
of a patent family search can be quite different.
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From the beginning, the concept was to cover as many countries and as many publication
levels as possible. One of the strongest motives for the integration of INPADOC into the EPO
was the wish to combine the particular strengths of INPADOC with the EPO's existing in-house
bibliographic database, "DOC-DB".
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The task of combining the advantages of both databases started in 1993 and is practically - with
few exceptions - now complete, so the raw data behind both databases are now the same. And
since esp@cenet® draws on the same pool of data as INPADOC and DOC-DB, it contains the
same documentation.
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However, the philosophy of the INPADOC patent family is quite different, and so are the results
of family searches. Unlike esp@cenet®, which only shows "equivalents", ie almost identical
documents (see EPIDOS News 2/2001), an INPADOC family search should retrieve all
documents relating in any way to the root document.
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Features of INPADOC
INPADOC O OO

INPADOC bears all the esp@cenet® features, plus the following:

- Standardisation of applicant and inventor names

- References to abstracts from Chemical Abstracts and Derwent Abstracts are made within the
patent family

- By including the legal status database additional information is available and additional family
links can be established

- National application numbers, international application numbers and domestic relations are
included in the family search
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As for esp@cenet® (see EPIDOS News 2/2001), even where no priority has been claimed by
the patent applicant, artificial or "intellectual” links are built in in a systematic way for the
complete PCT minimum documentation. The same is done for older documents (pre-1968) for
which the priority information is not complete.

esp@cenet® 0 02/2001 EPIDOS DO O0OOOO0OOOODOOOOOOODOODOOODOOODOODO
goopCT ODOD0OOO0OODOO0OOOOOOOOOOOOODOOODODOODODOODODODODODO
gbobobobobobobobolee8bboboboboboboboboDnoogn

Definition of the INPADOC patent family
INPADOCOODODOOOODOOOOO

All the documents directly or indirectly linked via a priority document belong to one patent
family.
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In the case shown below, documents D1 to D5 belong to the same patent family, P1.
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FAMILY P1
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Document D1 Priority P1

000000 DL 000 Pl

Document D2 Priority P1 Priority P2

000000 D2 000 Pl ooo P2

Document D3 Priority P1 Priority P2

000000 D3 ooo Pl ooo P2

Document D4 Priority P2 Priority P3
000000 D4 ooo P2 000 P3
Document D5 Priority P3
000000 D5 000 P3

As mentioned above, national application numbers, international application numbers and
domestic relations are included in the family search.
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In the INPADOC patent family it does not matter where you start the search. It can be an
application number, a priority application number or a publication number.
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If the search starts with a publication number, all application numbers, domestic application
numbers, priority numbers and international application numbers are used to retrieve additional
documents. For all documents found in this step, step one is repeated. This iteration process
ends only when no more new documents can be found.
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INPADOC also uses some additional sophisticated rules for certain countries, for example if
publication numbers are used instead of priority numbers in the original documents. This
happened rather frequently for older documents, when the priority claims were not treated as
carefully as they are now.
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The inclusion of legal status information in the patent search also sometimes retrieves
additional links, eg for divisional applications, continuations, continuations in part or national
publications of first filings of PCT (international) applications, where the priority links are often
missing.
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Limitations of the family search in INPADOC
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Like all other patent databases, INPADOC has to rely on the correctness of the data supplied
by the co-operating patent offices and the extent to which it is up to date. In particular, delays in
the delivery of bibliographic data can vary significantly depending on the country concerned and
the time period covered. Before relying on the completeness of a patent family, users should
check where there are gaps or delays in certain areas. You can find this kind of information in
the PFS and PRS statistics on the internet, which are updated weekly and contain indications of
missing or delayed document series. To be absolutely sure about the actual status of a
patent, users are recommended to contact the appropriate patent issuing authority
direct.
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Particular care has to be taken in the case of European patents which have entered into the
national phase. Here the completeness and accuracy of data can vary significantly from country
to country. A good overview of the volume and kind of "post-grant” information available in
INPADOC can be found in the INPADOC FAQ on the EPO website. For most of the EPO
member states, information about the validation, lapse, etc., of European patents is given as
part of the legal status information, and as mentioned before is less consistent due to the
different quality of data available. However, INPADOC is the only database where this kind of
information is collected on an international level.
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Example of an INPADOC patent family
INPADOCOOODOOOODOON
The same example is used as for the esp@cenet® patent family previously (US5402857).

U0 esp@cenetel U0 OO OO0OO0OOOO0ODOODOOUSS4028570 000000

Your input please
0 us5402857

Your question
US 5402857
Family members



CC PUBDAT KD DOC.NO. CC PR.DAT AKP YY PR. NO.

US 19991026 A 5971084 US 19980501 PA 1998 71820
US 20010130 BA 6179070 US 19980501 PA2 1998 71820
US 20010130 BA 6179071

CA 19950818 AA 2142536  US 19940217 PA 1994 197727

GB 19950405 A0 9503137
GB 19950823 Al 2286615
GB 19970416 B2 2286615
NL 19951002 A 9500301
NO 19950216 A0 950585

NO 19950818 A 950585
US 19950404 A 5402857
US 19961015 A 5564509 US 19940217 PA2 1994 197727

US 19981124 A 5839521
US 19981201 A 5842529
US 19990622 A 5913372
US 20000104 A 6009959
US 20010410 BA 6213227
AU 19980511 A1  48250/97 US 19961015 PA 1996 729872
AU 20001102 B2 726230
EP 20000705 Al 1015730
EP 20000705 A4 1015730
GB 19990714 AO 9910978
GB 19990811 Al 2334058
GB 20001108 B2 2334058
NO 19990415 A0 991798

NO 19990603 A 991798
WO 19980423 Al 9816717
AU 19990927 A1  24485/99 US 19980313 PA 1998 39178

GB 19990120 A0 9825754
GB 19990804 A1 2333784
GB 20001101 B2 2333784
NL 19990914 C2 1010637
NO 19981124 A0 985493

NO 19990914 A 985493
WO 19990916 Al 9946475
AU 20000504 A1  57099/99 US 19981029 PA 1998 182623

EP 20000503 A2 997607
NO 19991028 A0 995270
NO 20000502 A 995270
39 MEMBERS 8 COUNTRIES

As you can see, the iterative INPADOC search retrieves 39 document records, of which
esp@cenet® displayed only five. The information available includes 53 legal status events (not
shown above). This higher recall of documents reflects not only the different philosophies of the
two systems, but also the fact that INPADOC displays all publication levels within one country
as separate family members, and that, at least for the time being, the INPADOC coverage is
broader than that of esp@cenet®.
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Patent families, part 4: Derwent
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Elsewhere in this edition of EPIDOS News you can read the third article in our series on
patent families, which looks at INPADOC. Derwent Information Ltd has kindly contributed the
following article, the fourth and final one in this series, on patent families in the Derwent World
Patents Index. We are sure that readers who have been following the series appreciate what a
complex matter this is. We would welcome any comments or further questions you may have.
Please send them to infowien@epo.org.
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In the Derwent World Patents Index (WPI), patent families draw together patents covering the
same invention. Their relationship is defined by the priority or application details claimed by
each document. Thus, in its simplest form, a new document (D1) claiming a unique priority (P1)
will be assigned to be the "basic" of its own, new patent family in Derwent WPI.
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Subsequently, if a second document (D2) also claiming priority P1 is received by Derwent this
will be added (as an "equivalent") to the patent family already containing document D1. Other
documents claiming priority P1 will also be added to this family as "equivalents" as they are
included in the database. Thus, a patent family may contain anything from a single document to
ten or more. Each patent family represents a single record in the Derwent WPI database.
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The basic document is the first member of a patent family that appears in Derwent WPI, so it
may not necessarily be the first one published for that invention. Differences in the speed that
patenting authorities supply data to Derwent, and in the processing time for documents from
different countries, may affect which document appears in Derwent WPI first and becomes the
"basic".
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Patents often claim more than one priority and these must match before any equivalent is
added to a family. This means that if a basic document (D3) claims priorities P2, P3 and P4, a
subsequent document (D4) claiming priorities P2 and P3 will be added to the family as an
equivalent, whereas patent D5, which claims Priorities P2, P3 and a unique priority (P5) will
form the basic of a new, but related patent family. In cases such as this, the accession number
of any related family is included in the cross-reference field of each relevant Derwent WPI
record.
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Divisionals and continuation patents maintain the same status as the original specification. This
means that if GB1 is a basic, and GB2 is divisional to GB1, then GB2 will also be a basic (in its
own family). However, if GB1 is equivalent to another document already in the Derwent WPI
database, then GB2 will also join this family as an equivalent. It should be noted that family
relationships are defined by the order in which patents appear in Derwent WPI.
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Derwent also puts a lot of resources into including patents in families even when no foreign
priority is claimed, eg when an application has been made beyond the twelve months laid down
by the Paris Convention. Derwent identifies these "non-convention” equivalents by the presence
of foreign nationals and addresses in the Inventor field in the absence of priority data other than
the local filing details. Equivalency is determined through a time-consuming manual check of
inventors, subject-matter, etc.
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In this way Derwent attempts to make patent families in Derwent WPI as comprehensive as
possible. However, because of the incidence of multiple priorities, and patent divisions and
continuations (especially continuing applications in US documents), it is important to be able to
retrieve all related families through their common priorities in order to have a comprehensive
overview of patent family relationships.
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News from EPIDOS-INPADOC

EPIDOS-INPADOCODOOO

Legal status information from China (CN)

gooOcCNODOOOOoOooooooao

The Chinese Patent Office recently started to supply legal status information to INPADOC's
PRS legal status service.
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As a first step, a batch of data covering all legal status changes published by the Chinese Patent
Office on 9 May 2001 have been added to the INPADOC legal status data. Future updates will
be weekly.
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All legal status data are assigned to the publication number of the first publication level, ie to the
CN-A document for patent applications and the CN-U document for utility models.
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gboobob eNvoooobooboboobooob

The following legal status actions are reported on:

ugbbooobooobuooboboobooboon

CN BB1A P PUBLICATION OF APPLICATION

CN FG1K Y +  GRANT OF UTILITY MODEL

CN FG4A P +  GRANT OF PATENT

CN MA1K Y - DEEMED AS ABANDONED

CN MK1K Y - EXPIRATION OF UTILITY MODEL

CN MK4A P - EXPIRATION OF PATENT

CN MM1K Y - CEASE CAUSED BY UNPAYMENT OF ANNUAL FEE

CN MM4A P - CEASE OF PATENT RIGHT CAUSED BY UNPAYMENT OF ANNUAL FEE

It is also planned to include start-file data, ie the listing of all pending applications and of all
patents in force at a certain date, as has been done before (eg for Sweden).
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Entry into the national phase in Romania (RO), Georgia (GE) and Korea (KR)
O00000OROOOOOOOOGEODODOOOKROOOOOOOOOO

As reported in recent editions of EPIDOS News, good progress is being made on WIPO project
P25 (data on entry and non-entry of international applications into the national phase), which the
EPO has been asked to implement.
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Since the publication of EPIDOS News 2/2001, Romania, Georgia and Korea have started
supplying their data on entry into the national phase of PCT patent applications. Korea also
includes data on the non-entry of PCT applications into the national phase.
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The following data has been supplied so far:
0000000000000 0000000

Romania - all data on entry into the national phase during the year 2000

Georgia - all data on entry into the national phase from September 1999 to July 2001
Korea - all data on entry into the national phase from January to November 2000
Monthly updates are planned for all three countries' data.
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The national patent office concerned allocates a national application number to published PCT
applications designating it and fulfilling the requirements it has set out for entry into the national
phase. You will therefore find two entries for each event, ie a reference from the WO record to

the country concerned (code ENP), and vice versa (code REFW).
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When PCT applications enter the national phase in Korea, the Korean Patent Office uses the
format ccyy7nnnnn when allocating the application number (eg 2000700123) - note the "7"
which follows the year. The same format is also used for Korean translations of PCT
applications.
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The Korean data also includes non-entry into the national phase. The PRS code for this is
NENP.
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ESPACE® CD-ROM and DVD products

ESPACE®CD-ROMO DVD-ROM O O

Corrections on CD-ROM/DVD

Ch-rOMODVDODOOOOO

Readers will recall that corrections to patent documents have been discussed in this
publication since the very early issues, most recently in EPIDOS News 1/2001. The EPO has
made strong efforts over the years to eliminate possible sources of error whilst at the same time
trying to establish clear and comprehensible procedures for correcting these errors should they
occur. It has implemented the recently established WIPO standard (ST.50) for paper
publications, and work is going on to include the corrections on ESPACE® CD-ROMs.
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The issue is complex. We have had to consider which CD-ROM/DVD publications should
include corrections and how these should be treated on those products. For example, there
being no search field for date of correction on ESPACE® ACCESS, should we introduce one,
overwrite the publication date with the latest publication date, or simply ignore this date and
show the reference to the corrected document? Do users of ESPACE® ACCESS want to have
information on corrections, or are they primarily interested in state of the art? Is this change
important enough to justify giving the user a further software version so soon after the release
of MIMOSA 4.15 in July of this year?
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Over the years there has been much discussion with the users on this matter and they have
made their wishes clear to us. We are now charged with the technical implementation of a
suitable solution which reflects those wishes. This process will be followed by an intensive
testing phase by the producers and the EPO. After that, the users must be provided with
information about corrected documents and updated software so that they can retrieve them.
Considering that at least seven CD-ROM series are affected in the first instance, we need not
stress what a huge task this is for the publications team. However, everything is now well
underway and you can expect to have corrected EP documents included on your regular
delivery of ESPACE® CD-ROMs in the near future.
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ESPACE® ACCESS is 10 years old!
10000000 ESPACE®ACCESSO

It is now 10 years since the first issue of ESPACE® ACCESS. Introduced as a simple key to
enable users to know on which ESPACE® EP-A CD-ROM to find a given document (after all at
that time there were almost 100 ESPACE® CD-ROMs), ACCESS has become one of the most
popular ESPACE® series. The first issue contained no searchable abstracts - just the same
bibliographic data as had appeared on the regular CD-ROM. Users of that early version would
hardly recognise it now.
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Those who have not seen ESPACE® ACCESS recently (or not used it at all) might like to take a
fresh look. We think you will like it. Now containing bibliographic data and searchable abstracts
in English and French, ESPACE® ACCESS is available on a single DVD-ROM which is
supplemented by a monthly cumulative CD-ROM with the latest publications. For those who
cannot wait until the monthly CD-ROM is available, there is a weekly file for self-service
downloading from our website. Please note that this service is available to subscribers only and
is protected by user-id and password. Further useful features not available on that first issue
include hyperlinks to full documents on esp@cenet® and the downloadability of data which is
easy to incorporate into your own databases. All these handy features are available for almost
two million EP and PCT documents published since 1978.
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The subscription price is only EUR 153, making ESPACE® ACCESS a useful tool for smaller
companies and even individuals.
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For more information about ESPACE® ACCESS, please contact the ESPACE® CD-ROM
helpdesk:
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Tel.; +43 1 52126 2411 000 +43152126 2411
Fax: +43 1521262691 00000 O +43 152126 2691
e-mail: cdhelp@epo.org
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What you missed in the last issue of EPIDOS News
Od0O EPIDOSOOO0OOOOOOO

Alternate issues of EPIDOS News are published on our website only
(http://www.european-patent-office.org/news/epidosnews/), and not in paper format. For those
who missed it, here are some of the highlights from EPIDOS News 2/2001.
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‘ =atent families in esp@cenet®
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The second in the current series of articles on patent families dealt with the "equivalents" found
in esp@cenet®.
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The same invention can be the subject of a number of applications worldwide, in a variety of
languages. esp@cenet® tries to help users who prefer a language other than English, by
listing equivalent documents available in the EPO's systems. The rule in esp@cenet® is that,
for two documents to be described as equivalents, all their priorities must be the same.
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This rather strict rule results in rather small families. In the example used in the article,
esp@cenet® found 4 equivalents to a particular US document, whilst INPADOC found 39.
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A new free internet service from the German Patent Office
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The German Patent and Trade Mark Office launched its new free DEPATISnet service at this
year's Hanover Fair. DEPATISnet includes all German patents since 1877, plus a wide range
of patent documents from around the world, totalling some 25 million records. Full-text
searching is available for all German application documents and granted patents from 1987
onwards. In addition, DEPATISnet offers a choice of search mode, customised hit lists,
searches in the German version of the IPC, and optional encrypted or non-encrypted access.
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Supplementary protection certificates in INPADOC
INPADOCOOOOOOOOOOOO

Supplementary protection certificates make it possible to extend the protection afforded by
patents for pharmaceutical and herbicidal products for a maximum period of five years. In
INPADOC, information on supplementary protection certificates is stored in the legal status
database. The database contains data on supplementary protection certificates from Austria,
Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Germany, German Democratic Republic, Ireland, Italy,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
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MIMOSA: new version released
O0d00oOoO0OooOooooooao

The latest version of the MIMOSA software, version 4.15, was released in the summer of 2001.
The new software is included on all ESPACE® CD-ROMs and DVDs distributed after the
release date. A sticker on the CD-ROM alerts users to the new software, which includes many
Improvements over previous versions.
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Japanese FI classification and F-terms now available in English
000 FROOOFOOODOOOOOO

A feature of Japanese patent documentation is the FI and F-term classification system
developed by the Japanese Patent Office (JPO). Since April 2001, it has been possible to
search Japanese patent literature using FI classification and F-terms in English.
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FI (File Index) classification
FIOODOOOOOOoOoOOoooa

FI or "File Index" is the internal classification system used by the Japanese Patent Office to
classify the technical content of patent documents and to organise prior-art searches more
efficiently.
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FI classifications are made up of an International Patent Classification (IPC) sub-group,
followed by an IPC subdivision symbol in the form of a three-digit number. These IPC
subdivision symbols are unique to FI classes and are structured hierarchically. Optionally, a file
discrimination symbol in the form of a letter can be added.
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With its various subdivisions, the File Index (FI) classification has about 170 000 classes,
whereas the IPC has some 70 000 only.
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F-terms

FOOO

This classification is applied to patent documents in parallel to the IPC and FI classifications.
goooooIirCO AIODDDDDOODODO00000oooon

While the IPC classifies documents mostly from a single technical viewpoint, the F-term
classification works from multiple viewpoints. In effect, the technical content of patent
documents is analysed by JPO examiners and divided into different themes, each theme being
given a special "theme code". Themes are further split into terms ("term codes"). Term codes
are assigned according to various technical viewpoints (eg material, operation, product,
purpose, etc.).
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Example of F-term: 2B003 AA 01

FODOODO2B003 AAOL O O

2B003 Theme code (representing a technological field)
AA Viewpoint (material, operation, purpose, etc.)

01 Figure (subdividing the viewpoint)

2B0030 00000000000 0O00OO
AADDOD0OD0OOOOOOOooOooDO
oioooooobooog

Thus, every F-term consists of a five-digit theme code and four-digit terms, for example
2B003AAO01. In our example, 2B003 is the theme code ("artificial fish reefs"), corresponding to
Fl classes A01K61/00,311 - 61/00,321. AAO1 is the term, in this case "sunken installation
configurations”.
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There are currently about 1 700 different theme codes with a total of some 350 000 terms.
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Searching with FI classification and F-terms
FlOOOrFOOOOOOO

In spring 2001, FI and F-terms were made available to the public in English, with search
facilities, as part of the JPO's IPDL service (www.ipdl.jpo.go.jp/homepg_e.ipdl).
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Patent Map Guidance
oooooooooooo

Users who are not familiar with the FI or F-term classifications should start their searches by
consulting the Patent Map Guidance service. This service offers an overview of the main Fl
sections, with the option of displaying the corresponding lower hierarchy levels, complete with
descriptions in English. For F-terms it is possible to display groups of theme codes, descriptions
of the various theme codes, and the complete F-term lists in English. A searchable
concordance list allows users to determine the corresponding F-term theme codes for FlI
classes and vice versa.
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FI/F-term search
FIODFOOOOO

This newly established search facility allows users to search the complete spectrum of
Japanese patent and utility model publications. Coverage for patents goes back to 1914, and
utility models are covered back to 1912.
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For more information on FI classification and F-terms or any other aspect of Japanese patent
information, please contact Irene Schellner or Andrea Pfau:
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Tel.: +43 1 52126 4372 000 +43152126 4372

Fax: +43 152126 4197 000000 +43 152126 4197

e-mail: jpinfo@epo.org
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Patent information at the UK Patent Office
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Patent information has been high on the UK Patent Office's priority list for many years. As
host patent office of this year's EPIDOS Annual Conference, and one of the leading patent
offices in Europe, its patent information activities will be of particular interest to readers. Melvyn
Rees of the UK Patent Office kindly agreed to contribute the following article.
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Patents Information Network
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The Patents Information Network (or PIN) is the UK arm of Europe's PATLIB network and is
supported by both the UK Patent Office and the EPO. PIN can be said to go back to the 1850s,
when the first classified patent abridgements were printed and distributed free of charge to a
large number of libraries, scientific and mechanics institutes around the UK. Today the network
comprises just 14 libraries (Aberdeen, Belfast, Birmingham, Bristol, Coventry, Glasgow, Leeds,
Liverpool, London, Machester, Newcastle, Plymouth, Portsmouth, Sheffield).
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The PIN libraries have specialist staff who can give advice on search techniques including how
best to make use of the esp@cenet® database. Some of the PIN libraries hold clinics at which
inventors can obtain free advice on how to judge whether their invention is worth protecting, and
how to go about doing so.
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The PIN libraries deliver expertise on patent searching and other IPR at regional centres
throughout the UK.
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GB patents on the internet
Newer patents
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Recently added to esp@cenet®: a "Great Britain" section, dedicated to GB patents and
available only via the UK Patent Office esp@cenet® website (at http://gb.espacenet.com/), has
recently been extended to patents published from 1979 onwards. Thus all GB patents with
numbers higher than GB2000001 can now be found together on this section of esp@cenet®.
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Of course earlier patents can still be searched and viewed on the worldwide section of
esp@cenet® as before. Well, not quite as before . . .
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Bibliographic data back to 1922 added to esp@cenet®
esp@cenet® 00000 1922000000000

In May 2001, the bibliographic data for GB patents published from 1922 was added to the free
esp@cenet® database. So now you can use title keywords (abstracts have not been added for
all cases), inventor names, application numbers and dates as well as the published patent
number to access information from before 1969. If you want to try it, search under "Worldwide"
(rather than "Great Britain"). The work of keyboarding the bibliographic data was carried out in
China on behalf of the European Patent Office.
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Conversion to DVD for ESPACE® FIRST postponed
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ESPACE® FIRST users were asked their opinion recently on changing from CD-ROM to
DVD technology. More than one third of our subscribers answered the questionnaire. The
results are shown in the following chart:
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CHART NOT SHOWN
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Owing to the anticipated high cancellation rate, the move to DVD has been postponed until
either the monthly data being published exceeds the capacity of a CD-ROM, or DVD drives
become more widespread.
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lm portant announcement about invoices
0000000000000

This December, the computer systems that handle the EPO's invoicing are being entirely
reorganised. As a result, invoices for orders received in December will not be issued until
January or February 2002. The EPO apologises for any inconvenience caused by this delay.
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IPR-Helpdesk: services suspended
IPR-OODO0OOOOOOOOOOO

The European Commission's IPR-Helpdesk services have been suspended for a few months
due to contractual negotiations on the continuation of the service in 2002.
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The website (www.ipr-helpdesk.org) was off the air for a short while in August and September
but is now back online. All other services, including the legal helpline and newsletter services
(IP-News and IP-Wire), will be suspended until the contractual negotiations have been
completed.
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The IPR-Helpdesk have asked the EPO to express their thanks to all IPR-Helpdesk users for
their patience and support.
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